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Before her
death, Dora Teitelboirm,
internationally ac-
clairne d poet of America,
France and Israel, put
her dream into action by
creating the Center for
Yiddish Culture. On her
tenth vortsayt,
fanniversary of  Ther
death), the organization
she founded strives to
malze Dora’s dream a
e w reality, that
touches all who wish to
listenn. In her memory,
the Center ha= fash-
ioned a scintillating cul-
tural seazon which in-
cludes performing arts,
literature, and visual art
demonstrating the in-
delible marle that ¥id-
dish culture has left on
the worl d.

Teaming up

with leading scholars,
muElclans, performers

CENTER CELEBRATES 10TH ANNIVERSARY
WITH ELECTRIFYING SEASON

research in two dozen
nations in sixteen differ-

and wisual art-
ists, the Center
hopes to create
an unforgettable

year of song,
laughter, and
pride  in  the
beauty and
strength that

enabled “iddish

culture to perse-
were against all
odds. The Center's
exciting season  begins
with the South Florida
debut of one of the coun.-
try's most outstanding
follzsingers, Jerry Sil-
verman. He explores
the world's musical re-
sponse to the Holocaust
through a lecture and
performance of music he
collected ower decades of

Cepter for Tiddish Culture's 108y Annkiversary

ent languages.

One of the Center's
rainstays iz bringing in
leading acholars to dis-
cuss Tiddish literature,
culture, music, and his.
tory. "We strive to bring
to Bouth Florida and the
nation more than 'venta-
tainment,' but an under-

standing of Yiddish's
(eommmead on page 5 )

History W aE
made on May Z8thwith

From the Executive Director's Shrmdtbisk 2
Chagall Meets Miami +
Blen's Ladle +
Tiddish for Yauth Initiative launched 5

the launching of the first

Yiddish for Fouth Com-
Lald =t

marttaa oot

YIDDISH FOR YOUTH INITIATIVE LAUNCHED

ence wWere representa-
tives from South Florida
temples, JOCs, Hebrew
Diay Bchools, and Jewish

T additinem #m

adirmat A
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by Michael Mendes

Times and The Jewish
Journal to record the
significance of the occa-
sion.

Tlha iMrnrmi kb o'
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Blen's Ladle

“iddish for Touth Initative launched
“fiddish Is Alive and VYWell on Lowg Island
Mews from Frague

iddishkayt Down Under

Biezer Shiambarg and the

iddish FRabulist Tradition

Hyw an Kaphn 1508-100] ]

the

W o 4

Yiddish for Fouth Com-
mittee meeting, held at
Dora
Center, the first in a se-
riez of strategy sessions.
Attending

Teitelboim committee

the

confer-

Diay Bchools, and Jewish
educators. In addition to
members,
two reporters were pres-
ent from the Miami Mew

sion.

The Committes's
goals, based on a posi-
tion paper drafted by

(Contued on page 2]

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S SHRAYB TISH

Thiszh
may be one of
the most impor-
tant letters I
ewer write to
Fou, our  cher-
ished support.

ers. Many of you |
are aware of the |§
great difficulties
facing arts and cultural organiza-
tionz throughout the world. As dif-
ficult as times hawe become, we
know Yiddish has face d worse and
still held strong. We began our
ambitious existence as a cultural
institution ten wyears ago with a
growing nutnber of people who be-
lieved that ¥iddish culture de-
served more than a silent burial
either from neglect or the myriad
of preservation projects that as-
sume Tiddizh iz irrelevant. Dora’s
dream was continuance, hoping to
foster a rebirth of Viddish a= a
spoken language, not merely as a
funny way to insult others.

In our first decade, we became
the largest 1.3, institution trans-
lating and publishing great works
of Yiddish literature. We hosted
kew lecturers and performers from
around the world including Itche
Goldberg, Henry Sapoznils, Adri-
enne Cooper, Michaesl Wex, Curt
Leviant, Avi Hoffman and many
others. We launched the first col-
lege levwel ¥iddish course teaching
Yiddish at three lewels, both live
and on-line. We published some of
the first and best Yiddish/English
children’s picture boolss. We spon-
sored a highly acclaimed writing
contest that inspired increasing
dialogue and writing about Jewish
continuance. We are making his-
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The Sholem Aleichem Circle

cial downturn. Yet, we never before
seriously came to our supporters,
mermbers, and adherents to ask that
they put their geft where their heart
iz. In fact, we have gone out of our
way to malke most of our cultural
programiming free or at nominal fee.
We fight publishers to keep down
the price of our books. We offer Yid-
dish education at prices at or below
our cost. Cur rationale was that the
rmore Tiddish programming we could
offer the better, and that eventually
our efforts would pay off. We maxy
hawe been naive. The lesson I
learned is the importance of making
it clear to our supporters us that we
cannot continue without help.
Unfortunately, keeping a struggling
culture and ailing language alive has
MNOT heen an inexpensive enter-
prize. Cur annual budget iz over
300,000, yet only a small portion of
thiz money comes from those who
attend our events, enjoy our books,
take our classes, and appreciate our
works. If we, like Yiddish, are to have
a future we must hawve vour inwolve-
ment. Studies hawe shown that peo-
ple who give live longer, happier
lives, develop a keen appreciation of
their heritage and feel more con-
nected to their roots. In this vein, we
evolte the memory of the great Yid-
dish writer, Sholem Aleichem, as we
aslk for yvour help. Bholem Aleichem
touched millions with his hevmish
characters and his lowe for the little
g,

The Sholem Aleichem Cir-
ele is our way of 3
offering opportu-
nities to our ¥id-
dish cultural
supporters to
pass on the wis-

Yes, | want to help keep the Yiddish light burn-
ing for generations to come. | will join:

The Peretz Club — Gift of $5000

who understand that Viddish will be
just a museum relic or a pile of old
bocks unless rewvitalization happens
immediately. By contributing $1000
or rore, Circle members will carry
the torch of viddishgavt to the next
generation. Certainly, donations of all
glzes are appreciated and endow-
ments, legacies, and other types of
estate planning are critical for us to
build a future for our weork. Circle
mernbers will hawe their names em-
blazoned on our cultural center and
will receive VIP ticlets to all major
events. (See the ad form on Page 10
for additional benefits.)

How rmany timnes in life do we look
back and say, if only I had acted what
[ could hawe accomplished?™ Today
wou have the chance to rescue a dying
culture and proudly declare that our
Jewrizh heritage is too important to
lose such a +wital link to our past . . .
and our future. In essence, ¥iddish is
the Uhdving Flame, refusing to be
extinguished after centuries of at-
tempts on its life, from within and
without, “ou, too, can bhecome the
keeper of the flame, keeping alive a
dirnension of Jewish culture with no
equivalent, for our children's chil-
dren’'s children. I offer you a hearty =
shayvnem donk in advance for wour
aupport!

Mt hortstken donk
WWith heartfelt thanks,

David Weintrauhk
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continuance. We are making his-
tory through a documentary film
about the last Yiddish speakers in
Eastern BEurope, but our work has
orly just begun.

Unfortunately, we are not im-
mune to the vagaries of the mar-
Lket. On the contrary, our Center
suffered serious, and possibly ir-
reparable, darmage from the finan-

e e — e = =

I)MPPUJ. LiSL o Lo
pass on the wis-

dormm and walues

of the TYiddish
experience to our Other — | can
children and am inte s
their chil dren.
The Sholem

Aleichem Cir-
cle iz simple. We
need 125 people,

The Mitzva Club — Gift of $1000
donate 5

of

FL 33114-0820
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CENTER CELEBRATES 10TH ANNIVERSARY contnaE

(Conimued fiom page I)

value to Jewish culture, to Armeri-
can life and literature,” comments
the Center's Exzecutive Director,
Dawvid Weintraub., Leading the
Center's lecture circuit this year is
Miriam Weinstein, author of the
acclaimed ¥ddish — 4 MNation of
Words. & featured
spealker at the MNo.
wvember 23 and 24,
2002 IMiarmi Book Fair
International, Wein-
stein  discusses  the
rich history of linguis-
tics, cultural achieve-
ment, and literary ex-
cellence  that  hawve
been the cornerstone
of ¥iddish culture for
a thousand years. In
December, the Center
proudly hosts leading
Yiddish educator, Pro-
feszor Miriam Hoffrnan of Colurmn-
bia University, discussing Yid-
dish Fuolklore, Theatre and
Film, highlighting such greats as
Gordin, énsky, and LB Singer.
fecording to Hoffman, “From the
early period of the ¥iddish Pu.
rimshpil in the Middle Ages, to
Eorom Goldfadn (the father of the
Yiddish theatre in Rurnania)
through the first Yiddish theatre
on the Lower East Side at the
turn of the century, Yiddish thea-
tre survived to see a glorious be-
ginning in America.” Other lec-

IR Ik I 1 1 T 1 1 ™ L]

llustrator of numerous Yiddish
poetry  books, Yiddish poet and
educator, Troim Handler, will dis-
cuss Chagall and  wviddishbovt
while art historian and curator,
Dorit &rad, will lecture on the ar.
tistic influences on Chagall's
worke, & reception with refresh.
ments and
music  will

follow.
Busy Janu-
ary also
wrill sEE
South Flor-
ida’s first
perform -
ances of
Der ¥id
disher Mi-
Eado by
the cele-
brated
GFilbert
and Sulli-

van Light Yiddish Opera Com-
pany. For sewveral years, this rep-
ertory company has sold out per-
formances of Do Fam Guzlonom
(The Piratas of Penzance) and Dar
Viddisher Pinafore across  the
globe. Tickets for shows in
Broward, MNorth Miami Beach,
and Coral Gables will be available
shortly.

In March, The Winter Evening
of the Yiddish Arts once again
becornes the defining event in
South Florida’s cultural life. This
year the West Palm Yiddish
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without children’s programming.
Common Threads, Stories from
Many Cultures strengthens com-
munity ties by teaching the walue
of not only “tolerating other peo-
ple” but by developing respect and
love of people from other cultures.
By joining with the Haitian group,
Mondo Vibe, and the native Cu.
ban organization, the Crihoney
Tribe of Sowuth Filorda, the Center
for Yiddish Culture teaches chil-
dren of all ages about the beauty
of the many cultures inhabiting
South Florida and the universal
connections that link us together.
The program includes storvtelling,
performance art, dance, and music
to tell a TYiddish fable, a Haitian
follstale and a native Cuban story.
This cross-cultural respect is pro-
moted further by this year's an-
nual writing contests. The Center-
sponsored essay contest, called
Immigration to America, is
based on their recently released
bock, The New Country, Stories
from the Fiddish Abowt Life m
America. For its annual Jewish
cultural writing contest, this
year's topic will be CROSSING
THE CULTURAL DIVIDE:
How Jewizh Culture Can Pro-
mote CrozsLCultural Under-
standing. According to Liz Wein-
traub, the contest coordinator and
Programm Director, “Waluing the
uniqueness and contributions of
Jewrish culture is extremely im-
portant. But if we are to find some
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glnning in f%merlca. Other lec-
tures will include Deborah Dash
Moore discussing Women in
dJewish Culture, and Dr. Joel
Saxe speaking on the Jewish
Progreszive Dovements in
South Flarida.

January iz DMare Chagall
Month at the Center, featuring a
month long art exhibition, lec-
tures, and a slide show. In addi-

dJouth Florida's cultural lite. This
year the West Palm Yiddish
Choir and actor and recording
artist, Avi Hofftman, celebrate
the life of the great Yiddish poet,
Itzikk Manger. Through song and
poetry, audiences discover the joy
and anguish of a man, who wrote
during the best and worst of
titnes. & month long Art Exhibit
and Artists’ Reception will com-
plement the main performances.

Jewrizsh culture iz extremely imn-
portant. But if we are to find some
way out of a world where hate
grovis to epldemic proportions, we
must learn not only what makes
us different, but also what com-
mon grounds connect us to people
everywhere, We hope to encour-
age this type of thinking and writ-
ing with this year's contests.”

Yiddish education will not take a
backseat this year either. In addi-

tion to being a n:ufjtlng-edge artist, Mo cultural year is complete (Comtirmed on page &
Chagall was a Yiddish poet and
VOLUME - I35UE 3 THE MEW TIDDISH TIMES PAGE 4

(Continued fiom page 3)

ition to the Center’s Yiddizh for
Youth Initiative that worls with
Day Schools, Temples, and JCOCs
to incorporate a Yiddish educa-
tional component in existing pro-
grarms, the Center continues its
Yiddish On-line college-lewel Yid-
dish program that should soon be

awailable through several major
universities. Additionally, weekly
Yiddish conversational classes on
Wednesdays at the Center's Coral
Gables office continue. For more
information about this or other
prograrms, please contact the Cen-
ter at 305.774.8244 or at
infoyiddizheulture.org or

CENTER CELEBRATES 10TH ANNIVERSARY conrmuen

checlk out the Center's wehsite:
www. yiddisheulture.org where
updated calendar information al-
ways can be found

ELLEN?’S LADLE

Help! Suppose dly, "saltinosis® is a
dish of cheese kreplakh floated in
a sort of milk soup of sour crearm,
pepper, butter, and salt. Possibly,
sorme people bake it. Bovno Jews
apparently made a similar dish
from bowtie egg noodles simmered

in a mixture of millke, cottage
cheese, sour cream, butter and
pepper that they called 'lokshen
and cream.'

Can anyone share with us the ori-
gins, ingredients, and recipe for
thizs mystery dish? Email or call

Saltinosis

the Center, please!

Mot a cold nose or a dizease

— a lost Jewish dairy dish!

CHAGALL MEETS MIiaMI

gedl. "Bweryone knows that Cha-
gall’s art was immersed in wvid-
drshkavt,” explains Handler, “but
few realize that Chagall was an
illustrator for many Yiddish books
and was a Yiddish poet himself *
IMs. Handler will discuss Yiddish
culture’s profound influence on his
art. [n addition, she will examine
hiz life a= a Jewish artist and will
talls a.hn:nut the three important

S P T TT_- M___ :_
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by Ay Friedman

ments will follow her lecture and
slide showr.

Marc Chagall was born in 1857
and lived to 98 years old. Ower the
course of his long life, he had
three wives and an illegitimate
child. Howewer, one thing that
never changed was his deep pas-
sion for Jewish culture. Raised in
the Russian shtet! Vitebsk, he
wias the eldest of nine children

Tl . L. - ___ r____:1_ TT_
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For the month of January
2003, the Center for “iddish Cul-
ture features a dynamic art ex-
hikit and lecture series on Marc
Chagall at the Florida Interna-
tional University Biscayne Bay
cammpus. The Center is pleased to
host noted Yiddish poet and edu-
cator, Troimm Handler on Thurs-
day, January 23 to speal about
the ¥iddish World of Marc Cha-

talle about the three important
wormen in his life. s, Handler is
the author of a new book entitled
Srmkhe, which will be awvailable
for sale at a bool: signing follow-
ing the lecture.

Later in the month, Dorit Arad,
art historian and curator, will lec-
ture on Saturday, January 25th
onn the themes and methods of
Marc Chagall's worls, With a Mas-
tera Degree in Art History, Ma.
&rad, an expert on Chagall, lec-
tures extensively on his worls, A
reception with music and refresh-

was the eldest of nine children
brought up by a poor family. He
started painting early in life, but
not until 1910, after his move to
Pariz, did he find hi=s identity as
an artist. &lthough there only four
wears, Pariz was a turning point
in his artistic life; he was exposed
to the most innovative art of the
time — cubism, fanvism and sur-
realisrm. He deweloped unigque
character to his work through the
use of bright bold colors and
trademarl: childlike imagery. His

(Contiued on page 0)
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YIDDISH FOR YOUTH INITIATIVE LAUNCHED

contirmed

(Contued fom page I)
the Center's Exzecutive Director,
Dawvid Weintraub is to “re-inspire
younger Jews to learn the Yiddish
language, its literature, tradi-
tions, and music through specially
targeted educational programs,
cultural activities and initiatives
to help foster Yiddish home learn-
ing once again. The
kew to continuing ¥id-
dish is that it once
again becomes a lan-
guage spoken in the
home and the depth of
its cultural reach be
availakle in a growing
number of accessible
medium.”

For seweral sears, the
Center for Yiddish Culture has
established programs seeking to
inspire increasing interest in Tid-
dish programming. According to
Marketing Director, Amy Fried-
man, “the challenges brought up
by this initiative sometimes seern
insurmountable. Modern pop cul-
ture iz fast paced and tales no
prizoners. It is wery hard to over-
corne the blizzard of video games,
Internet escapades, and satellite

. 11 1 "

Tiddish Home Learming

ing a ocurriculum committee to
oversee the production of educa-
tional programs to adding a Yid
dish cultural dimension to Bar
Mitzwah training. This capitalizes
on reaching the wouth at their
height of curiosity. Another inno-
wvative idea was to teach Yiddish
through cooking, learning the lan-
EUAge as you prepare
dishes of cultural signifi-
cance. An additional ini-
tiativwe iz to recruit Jew-
ish students to write
computer games with an
educational twist. At-
tracting wyouth using
technology, innovation,
and multi-media. Mina
Eorman of the New Times sug-
gested a market study of 3 and
4th  generatioh Awmerican  Jews.
Cultural planning for youth could
include ¥iddish karacke, poetry
slams, art education and dancing.

Some  time-tested ideas
were also re-wisited  Miriam
Hoffrnan, a major force in Yiddish
education as professor of the ac-
claitned Columbia University Yid.
dish Program, offered using well-
knowmn books sun:h as Dr Seuss in

111 1 -1
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children. &lso discussed were the
successes of Jewish wouth clubs at
Day Schools and High Schools.
Most of the committee members
were concerned that although
classes needed to be interesting,
they should not bhecome “yventa-
tainment”, a diminishment of ¥id-
dish to nothing more than a collec.
tion of insults or humor.

Yiddish shides  (schools)
were discussed a5 an integral part
of Jewish heritage continuity that
has disappeared from the Armeri-
can Jewish society. Dawvid Wein-
traub explained the positive im-
pact his Yiddish shezule had on his
life and how many of the teach-
ings hawve stayed with him. The
shide discussion concluded that
the best way to perpetuate ¥id-
dish culture in today's society is
bw creating and dewveloping teach-
ers. The committee was unani-
mous that teacher training was
wital. The Center is currently re-
wiewing the ¥Viddish educational
worke that YIVO is deweloping to
establish a potential collaboration
focusing on curriculum develop-
ment and teacher training.

Lessons learned from past
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Internet escapades, and satellite
TV that pull people away from
any connection to their heritage.”
focor ding to Weintraub, “the chal-
lenge iz how to male Yiddish cul-
ture relevant to younger people
who have so many diversions.
Juat as important iz incorporating
Yiddish culture into existing Jew-
ish educational programs that
hawe wittingly or unwittingly ban-
ished its wibrant shvester (sister)
from the Jewish cultural table for
yeara.”

Many new ideas were in-
troduced and discussed at the ses-
sion. Suggestions from comrnittee
members ranged from establish-

Dora Teitelboim Center for Yiddish Culture - Newsletter Archives

fmmme = e mpm e mme—) msse= = ss semEm—m ===

knowmn books such as Dr. Seuss in
Yiddish translation to teach the
language. &n innovative concept
which the Dora Teitelboim Center
bockstore has aggressively worked
towards with children’'s titles in-
cluding dos shiibele (The Little
House), fir babelzkh (The Four
Butterflies), and ¥Yiddish Stories
for ¥oung Paople, with more on
the way. Cantor Marle Eula of Bet
Shira explained that music is the
eaziest way to reach today's Jew-
ish wouth. Many attendees had
personal experiences with Yiddish
aong and music as children; some
recalled how their parents singing
to them had influenced them as

Lessons learned from past
experiences were also brought to
the table. The shale movernent did
not evolve with the ever changing
Jewish American culture. They
were no longer meeting the needs
of the Yiddish community, which
resulted in their demise, an im-
portant lesson for the reinstate-
ment of a pilot Shule program in
the United Btates. It must fill a
need, whether it iz spiritual, cul-
tural, educational, or ewven enter-
tainment. Yiddish entertainer,
&1 Hofftnan, discussed the irmpor-
tance of remaining relevant by ex-
plaining the parallels found in

(Contied on page )
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CHAGALL MEETS MIAMI covrnuzo

(Contued fom page d)

child-like technique combined
with his intellectual content pro-
wide a real strength to his worle. It
iz a5 if the naive child within him
was trying to understan d the cata-
clysrmic times in which he lived.
His ernotionally charge d paintings

show uncompromising confidence
while ignoring the ancient Jewish
ban on image making. Although
best known for his works abhout
the Jewish shtet! he also dealt
with many themes including love
for his religion and his homeland
and severe poverty and loneliness.

Do join the Center's art exhibit
and lecture programs to further
wour understanding of the life of
this important fisure in the ewver.
evolving history of Yiddish cul-
ture.

WINTER £VENING
OF THiE

YIDDISH ARTS

Aventura Turnberry Jewish Ce

SPRING 20032

Through the Golden Door — Lecture

March 21
{in conperation with FITT Relipious Studies)

Miami’s History of Jewish
Progressive Activism Lecture
L ‘T

Comrzon Threads:
Stories from Many Cullures
April 10, — T30 P

YIDDISH FOR YOUTH INITIATIVE LAUNCHED continued
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(Comtinued fiomm page )

Yiddish theatre. He described how
Yiddish theatre remained focused
on melodrama long after melo-
drama was acceptable. The thea-
tre groups were comfortable in
their successes and were hesitant
to change. Whatever iz done, it
must be brought into the 30 mil-
lennium.

The consensus of the at-
ten dees’ iz that great care must be
taken not to harm Yiddish culture
or language at this critical point
in its life. Shides hawve great op-
portunities for reaching deep into
the liwves of today's wouths, if the
funding, promotion, teacher and
curriculum challenges can be met.

Dora Teitelboim Center for Yiddish Culture - Newsletter Archives

Thiz will be a long-term process
and associations with every possi-
ble Jewish institution is vital. Fi-
nally, it was acknowledged that
assistance would be required. The
comtnittee’s focus  this  summer
will be meeting with specific Jew.

i

BB

lead role in establishing pilot edu-
cational and cultural programs.
Finally, Professor Hoffrnan dis.
cussed how Yiddish education was
integral to a comprehensive Jewish
education. "By learning Yiddish, my
students enrich their Jewish heri.
tage. Thewv learn not just ¥id-
dish, but more about who they
are, the importance of Hebrew,
their culture, heritage and the
meaning behind religious ritu-
alz." Hofftnan's Columbia Uni-
versity program began with four
students and grew to TO.

dnyone interested in  fur.
¢ "ther information or joining the

cornrnittes may contact Dawid

izh institutions about taking a Weintraub at (305) TT4.5244
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Y1DDISH IS ALTIVE AND WELL ON LONG ISLAND ...

For several wears [ hawe
been running Yiddish-English po-
etry readings with Ron Euriloff
for the Dora Tentelborm Canter for
Vicddfish Culture. Recently we've
added a musical element to our
programms by singing Dora's poems
from the Center’s first book, The
Last Lullaby. I was fortunate to
hase seen Dora Teitelboim read in
public many years ago. Her dra.-
matic flair and emotion was a pro-
found influence in my readings.
Owver the past wear, Ron and I
hawe performed at bookstores, at
the Oceanside ¥ center and at the
Glen Cowe Holocaust Center. The
concerts hawe stirred =sighs and
memories of the past from audi-
EICES.

& wery typical response
occurred at my last performance
when an audience member
hugged and kissed me for bring-

we presented short stories from
the Center's most recent hbool,
The New Country with freflebhs
aongs, the andience roared with
laughter at the stories and sang
with us in a stirring rendition of
"shayne vie ot levonah

The Yiddish songs, in par-
ticular, resonate to my past. My
mother taught me these songs
that I later performed with my
uncle at weddings at the age of
five and later on the Sholom Se-
cunda Children’s Howr on Yiddish

radio each weelk. It has heen a
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by Lee Weintraub

Supporters of ¥iddish culture
on. Long Island need not fred
that thay do not Ive near ths
Dora Teitelborm Center  for
Viddish Culture 1w Cormal
Cibilzs, For over three vears, the
Canter has run exciting Fiddish
ciftural programs throuxghont
Long Islond, headed wp By
board member Lee Wamitrawh,
For updated programming
mformation. on Long  Island,
please see owur Events Calsndar
at hitpotwww. viddishculinre.

orgo

pleasure for me to relive my Yid-
dish upbringing, the deep love for
my mother and my commitrment
to spread the appreciation and as-
sure the endurance of the irre-




hugged and kissed me for bring-
ing baclt memories of her mother
who died in the Holocaust., When
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e s e Maas g e aes as a
sure the endurance of the irre-
pressible, irreplaceable Yiddish
language.

NEWS FROM PRAGUE
by Mary C. Legg — New Yiddish Times Foreign Correspondent

EBE.JT SIMCHA

On Bhasuot, Bejt Simcha officially
welcomed five Jews into the comn-
munity, who returned from a Bejt
Din in England, after completing
the final rites of conversion. Rabhi
Slexandra Wright presided owver
the Bejt Din with two other rab-
biz, a man and a woman. Rabhi
Wright iz on the faculty of Leo
Baeck College. Milan led some of
the prayers as a cantor. Bejt Sim-
cha meets in the basement of
Manesova 8 just behind the State
Theater in Vinchrady. Bejt Sim-
cha iz affiliated to the progressive
movernent. Rabbi  Goldstein  of

MNorthwood and Pinner Synagogue
in London act as their rabhbinic
advisor. Bejt Simcha iz supported
locally by Wittmann Tours.

The chevra iz extremely active
throughout the wyear, celebrating
not only Kabbalat Shabbat on Fri-
day evening, but activities
throughout the years. On June
Tth, Bejt Simcha traveled to Kolin
where it commemorated the last
MNazi transport. On June 14th Dr.
£lfred Bader presented a schol.
arly lecture on the Messiah with
interpretations from Jewish and
Christian wiewpoints. The room
was overcrowded with about fifty
people present, and although the

lecture was lengthy and presented
in English, no one left early.
Sylvia Wittmann acted as his
translator.
If wou are ewer in Prague, please
stop in to wisit. The atmosphere i3
relaxed and friendly. Most star-
tling to wisitors is that the active
members of the group are young.
There are several children in at-
tendance. Judaism blooms again
in Prague.
Bejt Simncha tel: 4202 2295 2474
Czech Liberal Chevra
at <chevra@bejtsirncha. cz>
MManesowa B Prague 2

(Contmued on page &)

VOLUME 2 - I55UE 3

THE WEW YIDDIZH TIMES

PAGE B

NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA
YIDDISHKEIT DOWN UNDER
by Celia Jones, New Yiddish Times Foreign Correspondent

I hawe lived in the Jewish
cormrnunity in Melbourne, in the
fuastralian state of Victoria, since
1972 after emigrating from Cali-
fornia. Most of the large Jewish
population in Melbourne, about
50,000 people, live within six of
the city's southeastern and bay-
side suburbs. &bout fifty percent
of the Jewish community are
Holocaust surwivors, their descen-
dants or relatives, so there is a
strong sense of Jewish identity.
There is also much diversity with
the thousands of Soviet Union im-
migrants, families from South Af-
rica, along with manyv immigrants
from the United Eingdom, Israel,
Irag, India and New Zealand.

The community bristles with
synagogues—over  thirty  Ortho-

1 .~ 1 ™ ” o 1

demic results. One school that
readers would particularly be in-
terested in 1z The Sholom
&leichern College with its empha-
siz on the Yiddish language and
literature, "weltlekhe yviddishkoavt”
There is also a Jewish Museum,
a3 well as a Holocaust Museum
dedicated to the education of both
Jewish and non-Jewizsh children
about Jewish culture, relipion and
the Holocanst.

Melbourne’s Jewish culture also
includes a rabbinical college, sevw-
eral Mikwvahs, a weekly Jewish
newspaper, kosher butchers, Zion-
izt and non-Zionist youth groups,
even a group called "Yidden On
Wheels Motorcycle Club®, Up until
late last wyear, a Rabbi—dJoseph
Chatnicls--was  President of the

~x 11 ™ 1 11~ 1
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munity has had to deal with, often
under the guise of being anti-
Israel. However, the Melbourne
Jewish comnrnunity is active in lob-
bving against discrimination of all
sorts, including that of Indigenous
fmstralians, as well as wocal in its
support of Israel.

When [ really crave my roots, 1
get my non-Jewish hushband to
drive us down from the outer east-
ern suburbs to St. EKilda Beach,
the hagel belt’. "&h, machavae” |
say to myself as I get my fix of
Melbourne's viddishkavt, partalke
of the delicious strudel from the
European bakeries, see a Jewish
filtn, browse in the religious book-
shop and buy some vortsayt can-
dles to remember my dear par-
ents.
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synagogues—over  thirty  Ortho-
dox, Masorti and Reform, fsh-
kenazi and Sephardi. Most Jewish
children attend one of the six pri-
vate Jewish day schools, which
are well known for their high aca-

,,,,, —— - — e R,

Cutnick--was President of the
IMelbourne Football Club.

fustralia is basically a tolerant
society, though there hawe been
sorme anti-Semitic incidents and
hateful propaganda that the com-

NEWS FROM PRAGUE conmmuep

(Continued fromm page 7
httyp: Aenarer bejtsimcha.cz

BEJT

0t
7 . | ELEND
Bejt  Elend,

under the ca-
pable leader.

ship of An-

drea  Ernoyel,

celebrated the

close of an-

‘ other =chool

. ¥ear on Sun-

After school Erejt Bend offers judaic study da.j,f !
and fur June
1Gth,

Andrea has led Bejt Elend as an
independent Jewish afternoon
school for children for three years
now. MNearly forty children from
the ages of 5-13 vears are inwolwved
in the program. They come to the
program after school, learning ba-
sic Hebrew, Jewish traditions and
holidays and partalte in warious
craft actiwities. The rooms are in
the basement of Manesova 8
where Bejt Sirncha is situated
The doors open out into an en-
closed garden where the party
was held on Sunday.

More than twenty Czech families
became involwved in the program

at Bejt Elend through word of
rnouth., The rooms are wondrously
decorated with children’s artwork
and murals painted on the walls.
IMobiles hang from the ceiling and
paper sculptures greet wou in the
stairwell as wvou enter. Samil Male-
howa, who is a professional set de-
signer for the local theaters, assists
the children in art education. The
school is in need of financial and
other support as it receives no sup-
port from Czech povernment.

Please contact: Andrec Ermver at
elenda@vodny.cz

http: Mwrarer. bejtsimcha.ce
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ELIEZER SHTAYNBARG AND
THE YIDDISH FABULIST TRADITION

One of the greatest Yid-
dish literary figures of all time
hardly appears in English. Eliezer
Shtaynbarg's fables appeared in
various English anthologies of
Yiddish poetry, but never was a
book devoted solely to his work.
One leading critic, Eliezer
Frenkel, stated that 20th century
Yiddish creativity cannot be un-
derstood without Shtawynbarg.
Professor Dov Sadan of the He-
brew University, Israel’s prolific
acholar of Yiddish and Hebrew lit-
erature, saw Shtaynbarg as the
fourth great classic Yiddish litera-
ture figure after the three found.
ing fathers.

The fable has a 3000.vear -old tra-

dition in Jewish literature, going
Taale br clicak fallon fw tho DHLla

beasts ... fowl ... fishes".
The Talmud cites a num-
ber of sages proficient in
fables. Cne, Rabhbi Meir,
supposedly lknew 300 fa-
bles. Other fable books
abound in  the long
strearn of Hebrew litera-
ture, but not until the
advent of Eliezer Shtayn-
barg was fable writing in
Yiddish honed to perfec.
tionn. His originality, nar-
rative skill, deft charac-
terizations, comic =sensi-
bility, and moral fervor
placed him sgquarely in
the artistic tradition of
fesop, La Fontaine and

Frwlaxr
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dition in Jewish literature, going
back to short fables in the Bible,
where Solomon speaks of “trees...

Ervlow.

fesop, La Fontaine and

The Jewish Book: of Fables, the Center’s seventh book, should be released in lare Fall 2002 or early Spring 2003
and can be purchased at boolstores or on-line at hitp:/ /werw. viddishouliure. o1g

THE BLOCEKHEAD'S QUESTION

“IDECLARE,

IT'S HARD TO SATISFY TWO FOLKS,
FAIR AND SQUARE,

WHEN THIS ONE PULLS ME HERE,
THAT ONE YTANEKS ME THERE.

OH MY! THEY' VE GOT ME COMING,
SOT ME GOING,™

GAILY SIMNGS THE SAW,

PROUD AND GLOWIMNG.

BUT THE WOODEMN TWO-BY-FOLTR
CRIES, WITH GROAN AaND YELP,
“WoE'Ss ME! I'M BEING SLICED, I'M
BEING SawMN. HELP!

N1, LET THEM ARGUE, THEJMM TWO
SGITTYS. I WISH UP THEY D SHITT.

THIS ONE PULLS, THAT ONE PUSHES,

HERE S A RIDDLE ——

STUCK IN THE MIDDLE?

WHILE THEY ARGUE, TP I'M BEEIMNG
CIT.”?

A

SYIY YPRY TR PN WS 1T RIP TR BWE —
ISR YT LYY TR T TR pa
IFTPDY TN TR TR BOTNYE ¥R 1o
TYTPTIL TT IT T Ty
TIRUY B TR
TRRY 22y ORT
UM Y0 BSD P0

BT YO L LIYDY YO TIRTY I -
TR T e — R
TR T TR RN 9
TR WA
™R ®T TN W ORT TR
ITERIWYE PR YN T 10T BART

(Excerpts from TTHE FEWISH BOOK

OF FABLES, Syracise Press, edited and
transloted by Curt Leviant)
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HYMAN KAPLAN — 1908-2002

The ¥Yiddizh cultural
world has just lost a wery dear
man, a lifetitne Workmen's Circle
wolunteer, and friend and sup-
porter of the Dora Teitelboim Cen-
ter for Viddish Culture. Hyman
Eaplan, 94, died peacefully at
horne in Forest Trace FPlantation
on June 14, 2002, I had the good
fortune of interviewing Mr. Hap-
lan three weelks prior to his death
for an exhibit, which is being or-
ganized by the Center for Yiddish
Culture regarding Miami Beach.
Hy was a lifelong dedicated activ-
ist, and executive board member
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growth into the secon d century.

One might think a man of
84 would be sleeping, reading, or
waiting by the phone for a call
from lowed ones. Mot this 94.year-
oldl Hy's daily schedule included
teaching classes on Yiddish, exer-
cising daily, taking dancefolls les-
sons, playing Yiddish Bingo, and
organizing the next annual ¥id-
dish cultural ewvent which takes
place each year in March.

Hy came to Broward County with
hiz wife as snowbir ds beginning in
1571 and soon after relocated here
permanently. The Florida Work-

by Lisa Better

son River) where Hy began at-
tending since 1935, Hy's father
went to his first Workman's Cir.
cle meeting in 1908, Hy's first
meeting was at the age of 2, on
the lap of his dad Since then he
and his family have dedicated
their liwes to the Circle and ¥id-
dish culture.

Hy inspired us
all to look on
the bright side,
to alwaws re-
main active in
the world
around us, and




HY Was 8 LIelong oedlcated actlv-
ist, and executive board member
of the Workmen's Circle in MNew
Yorle and Florida. Hy dedicated
hiz life to the wwitality of Eastern
Jewish heritage and to enriching
the lives of others. His tireless de-
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permanently. The Florida Work-
man’s Circle was formed in 1973,
Hy's entire family is involved with
Yiddish causes and The Worl.
man’s Circle. His children, grand-
children and great-grandchildren

around us, and
most impor-
tantly to pass
on to the k-
dariakh, the wisdom of our an-

cestors, and our rich culture.

attend Camp Einder Ring (located
on Sylvan Lake east of the Hud.

wotion to these goals and ideals
aved the way for the continued

‘or one thousand yedrsyliddistictitiureias
survived pogroms, holocauists and assimilation...

But reversing the sands of time to inspire a Yiddish

. cultural rebirth requires fast work by many dedicated people.
2 By joining the Cenier for Yiddish Culfure’s Sholem
Algichem Circle, you carve into stoné a promise to
future generations to insure that Jewish

culture does not lose its mame-oshn.

Pripare lawons tn A,
Langsage d»Style
throzeh actiee teach-

Tatlor-made to yoxr
needs
French Spanish, A,

Soctel Etignette Circle members will receive special bonuses

including VIP tickets to all major performances,
personally autographed newly released books
and special benefits not available to the

For roddier ro adnil, general public.

bestnners to advanced
Yes! lwant to support Yiddish Culture's continuance for another thousand years.

Contac: Milenka ot
Eabnfdbelisonth net

is simple. Just make a donation of $1000 or more to
riving. The Center faces the same batile Yiddish has

Fh F
(5.:;5;?;;3-;7 ynamic force in Jewish life. Please help us continue
Ceil (305) 450-5 494 > fill out the card below or contact the Center at (305)
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